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How does a badger communicate?

SME"“ A badger's sense ok smell is 700 times better than ours and plays a crucial role in

WHAT MAKES A
BADGER'S SCENT?

A badger‘s distinctive
smell comes main\y
From his/her faeces
and sticky secretions
produced by
subcaudal and anal
aLANDs (Found

elow the tail)
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Multiple dur\apﬁs

together are caled a
LATRINE and these
Play an impor+an+ role

in communication.
For example, latrines

are often placed on
the +er'ri+ory’s
boundary as a signpost
to badgers From other
clans

HOW DO THEY LEAVE THEIR PUNGENT MESSAGES?
e SQUAT MARKING; dippir\a their rear end to deposit "
secretions on the 9rouncl‘ This may occur several times an

hour near the sett, on Poraging routes, in latrines etc

e SCENT MARKING other loadgers in the same clan:
o 2 Iaadger‘s mark each other's rears, eg to share clon odour
o | Iaadger marks another, eg to indicate readiness to mate

» DEFECATING, urinating and leaving secretions in DUNG PITS

WHAT CAN THEIR ODOROUS MESSAGES SAY?

Ioadgers commuhicaﬂrlg with each other
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Just as it is For
us, badger
communication is
+wo—way.
Badaers visit
latrines to PICK
ur messages 6@+
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as well as to
LEAVE their ownl

VOICE

vocdlisations which may vary For different

Badaers moke a wide range ofF

situations, eg agg\’esgiol’\, Lear, surprise,

Pair\, ma+ing etc. Their very own lanﬂuage

indeed!
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Listen to Iaadger- sounds on this great WildCRU

~
video: Click here or go to the Bintield Badger = \
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BODY LANGyAGE

Body language. can be:

e threatening by emphasising their size
and white facial makings

o for courtship, eq where a male
FukEs up his tail (bottle brushing)

* submissive, where badgers turn their
heads away and ercuch to try to
look: smaller, or back. off +o look
harmless
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https://youtu.be/b4lpFjHsGLo

